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06 June 2020 
 

Dear Colleague 
 
The recent months have been like no other. Your work, and the work of your staff, 
has been inspirational. It is because of you, that NHS staff and critical workers have 
been able to save lives and keep the country going. It is because of you, that some 
of the most vulnerable children in our society have been looked after and fed, while 
offering much needed respite for many struggling families. 
 
As you will know, this week I announced that it is now the time for us to move 
together to the next phase so that all learners have the opportunity to ‘Check in, 
Catch Up and Prepare for summer and September’, beginning on Monday, 29 June. 
I know, from your feedback already, that you are looking forward to this opportunity 
to support more pupils to ‘catch-up’ with their classmates and with their teachers. We 
are proposing to extend the term by one week, so the last day in school will be 
Friday, 24 July (with an extra week break at autumn half-term).  
 

The health and wellbeing of pupils and staff has always been my primary concern. 
That is why, when schools reopen to all pupils, there will have been a full month of 
‘Test, Trace and Protect’. It is why your staff will be a priority group in our new 
antibody-testing programme. 
 
Sadly, some colleagues and learners will be unable to return to school because they 
are shielding or extremely vulnerable, and this will need to be taken account in 
planning. 
 
While I have set out our vision for Check in, Catch Up and Prepare, I have been 
clear that the informed decision-making of Headteachers is critical in this next phase. 
It is you, alongside your staff that are best placed to understand the context of your 
staffing, parental demand and school capacity. 
 

I am grateful for all the ideas and suggestions coming in from schools and parents. 
This builds on the many proposals that came in over the last few weeks, and build on 
the experience in the 25% of settings that remained open.  
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Next week, we will publish guidance to support schools and colleges. This will 
include information on managing your facilities, such as buildings, cleaning and 
transport.  
 
Yesterday I met with the WLGA and Local Authorities and discussed a wide range of 
issues on how we can be supporting you ahead of the 29th – work has already begun 
on a number of key issues, such as school transport. This collaborative work will 
continue. 
 

As promised, we are ensuring schools have over three weeks to prepare. However, I 
know that there is a huge amount for you to do to get ready for the next phase and 
that we are asking a lot of you. Yet, I also know that since the moment the Covid-19 
crisis arrived, your schools have shown leadership, compassion, and innovation. You 
have the confidence of parents, pupils and the wider the public. 
 
You have my word that the Welsh Government, working with Local Authorities and 
Consortia, will back you and the decisions that you will need to make to ensure your 
staff and learners are, safe, secure and supported. 
 
Yours sincerely  
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